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THE LORD MAYOR of Leeds,
Councillor Mohammed Iqbal, lit a
candle for peace on behalf of the

citizens of Leeds at the Annual Interfaith
Peace Service on Wednesday 18th
October. He spoke of his pride in Leeds
as a city which has welcomed people from
many cultures and religions, including his
own father who came as an immigrant.
He was proud of the way the community
stood together last year after the tragedy
of the London bombings, and expressed
his hope that one day everyone would
learn to live in peace and harmony.

The Peace Service, organised by
Concord, was held at the Quaker Meeting
House in Woodhouse Lane and attended
by about 90 people, who filled all the
available space. Rabbi Douglas Charing
chaired the event, musical contributions
were made by a group of Hindu singers
and a Sikh couple, and candles were lit
on behalf of their communities by
members of nine faiths—Baha’i, Brahma
Kumari, Buddhist, Christian, Hindu,
Jewish, Muslim, Pagan and Sikh.

The service is now so well attended
that a larger venue will be needed next
year.

Peace Service Packed



2

THE TURN-OUT for the “Talk and
Tasting” was about twice as many
as anticipated when we welcomed Pippa as

our guest speaker for the December meeting.
Pippa began by explaining that what she would

tell us was based entirely on her own personal beliefs
and practices and did not apply to all Pagans. As
part of her Pagan spirituality and as a healer she
feels that being vegan is important, not only for
respecting animal life but also for the ‘vibrational
energy’ from food stuffs.

Food, Feasts and Fasting
from a Pagan Perspective

Fresh foods, freshly picked or pulled
fruit and vegetables, have a higher
vibrational energy than those transported
around the country, left on the shelf then
stored in the fridge. Whenever she can
she buys fresh, local, organic products
and one day hopes to grow her own. But
she is practical and realistic and
appreciates that compromise is necessary,
especially in winter when we naturally
rely on what has been stored.

We then heard something about her
Yule/Solstice traditions, part of the mid-
winter festival anticipating the Rebirth of
the Sun. Pippa cut an apple horizontally,
showing the pentagram (five-pointed star)
surrounded by dots. For many Pagans the
pentagram is symbolic of their faith –
representing the Goddess, the Earth and
magic. Onto the cut apple she sprinkled
raisins, symbolising the power of the sun,
and while thinking of something she
would like to achieve in the new year says
“As we call back the Sun in hope, may
we be fruitful”.

Everyone had the opportunity to make
a similar wish/prayer, then ate their piece
of apple to internalise their dream.

Putting love and good intentions into
baking bread for sharing is also important,
this can be done in the kneading process
or by adding seeds; some home-made (by

Steve, Pippa’s partner) wholemeal seeded
bread was shared out. Next came the Yule
Log, in olden times a log would have been
ceremonially brought into the house to
burn at Yuletide. Today few of us have
open fires so even the most dedicated
Pagans resort to the symbolic chocolate
log. Finally there were mince pies and
fruit cake – at home Pippa makes these
with love to share with friends and family.

Although there are no set fasts
amongst the modern Pagan feast days,
Pippa finds that fasting is a good way to
focus the mind and usually observes a
period of fasting prior to healing work
she does.

Our thanks to Pippa for, I hope, the
first talk in the series on food from
different faith perspectives.

Speakers Wanted
Can you organise a talk on “Food,

Feasts and Fasting” from your faith’s
perspective?

It could be a Talk & Tasting in Thomas
Danby College or a visit to your place of
worship.

If you have any ideas, drop me an e-
mail to secretary@concord-leeds.org.uk or
give me a ring on 01924 863956.

Cynthia Dickinson
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Concord Programme for Winter/Spring 2007
Wednesday 31st January 7pm   Beech Room, Thomas Danby College
Religious Mapping of the Chapeltown Road area
by Leeds University Students from the Dept of Theology & Religious Studies
and Professor Kim Knott

Tuesday 6th March 7pm   Meeting Rooms 2 & 3, Thomas Danby College
Join us for a game of “Diversity”. Increase your understanding of the various
faiths found in Britain through this non-competitive board game with Pippa
and Cynthia

Thursday 19th April 7.30pm  At the Interfaith Centre, Listerhills Rd BD7 1HD
Visit to Bradford Concord for a talk by Clair Dowgill of the West Yorkshire
Chaplaincy Project, “Helping ex-prisoners re-integrate after release”

Saturday 5th May,  Multi Faith Walk of Friendship
Part of Treasures Revealed in Leeds and Celebrate Faith in Leeds

ON SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 17TH
Concord was invited to a special
celebration at the Ramgarhia

Board Sikh Temple. Only four Concord
members turned up but we were joined
by a large group of Quakers who’d seen
our programme in
their Meeting House
in Harrogate. After a
short talk from Sewa
we were led into the
Temple - the women
following Hardeep
and the men with
Sewa - to the main
Hall for worship. As
we left the Hall we
were given Karah
Pashad before
joining others for the
(rather wonderful)
communal meal,
Langar.

Concord’s support for the visit to the
Hindu Temple on Saturday October 21st
for the Divali celebration was also low. I
suspect the main reason was that it had
come so very quickly after the Peace
Service.

Gurdwara Visit
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JANUARY 2007
3 Mahayana New Year Buddhist
5 Guru Gobind Singh’s birthday

Sikh
6 Epiphany Christian

13 Maghi Sikh
18-25 Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
20 Hijra - New Year Muslim
21 World Religion Day Baha’i
23 Vasant Panchami Hindu
29 Ashura Muslim
FEBRUARY 2007
2 Candlemas Christian

Imbolc Pagan
3 Tu B’shvat Jewish

15 Nirvana Day Buddhist
16 Maha Shivaratri Hindu
18 Chinese New Year
21 Ash Wednesday (Lent)   Christian
26-March 1 Intercalary Days Baha’i
MARCH 2007
1 St David of Wales Christian
3 Magha Puja Day Buddhist

4-5 Purim Jewish
4 Holi Hindu

Hola Maholla Sikh
17 St Patrick’s Day Christian
19 New Year Hindu
19-27 Ramayana Hindu
21 Naw Ruz (New Year) Baha’i

Ostara Pagan
27 Ramanavami Hindu
31 Mawlid al Nabi Islam
APRIL 2007
1 Palm Sunday Christian
2 Theravadin New Year Buddhist

Hanuman Jayanti Hindu
3-10 Pesach (Passover) Jewish
 5 Maundy Thursday       Christian
6 Good Friday Christian
8 Easter Christian

Baisakhi (Vaisakhi) Sikh
15 Yom HaShoah Jewish
21 Ridvan begins Baha’i
23 St George’s Day Christian

Interfaith Calendar
Spring 2007

Religious Mapping of Leeds

FROM SEPTEMBER to mid-January
a small group of students (final year
and MA) undertook a teamwork

module in the Department of Theology
and Religious Studies—‘The Religious
Mapping of Leeds’. Reports have already
been published on Armley, Beeston and
and Hyde Park/Burley. This year the focus
is on Roundhay Road/Chapeltown Road.

The students investigate religion in the
area by learning about its history, visiting
places of worship and interviewing
leaders and members; they also examine
the relationship between religious and
non-religious organisations (such as
health centres, schools, businesses etc).
With their tutor, Professor Kim Knott,
they like to find local partners to meet,
talk to and report back to. These partners
are invited to a final public presentation
and are sometimes involved in reading
the final report and commenting on the
students’ work.

As Concord has a semi-formal base at
Thomas Danby, which is in the area to
be mapped, we were invited to be one of
the project partners and host the final
presentation as part of our programme of
meetings.

Mentors Wanted
Aimhigher Education Leeds would like to
recruit and train mentors to guide and
support students on a one-to-one basis in
the city’s schools.

A mentor needs to be: a good listener,
open and honest, non-judgemental, a
motivator, empathetic, patient and reliable.

Students may be at a “challenging time”
in their adolescence when they are not
willing to receive advice from authority
figures or parents but need someone to talk
to.

For more information
ring 0113 2144 080
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Inter Faith Network UK

THE ANNUAL REVIEW 2005 - 2006
is now available from 8A Lower
Grosvenor Place, London SW1W

0EN
The Network links and promotes the

work done by local inter faith
organisations—and in this issue there is
a lovely photograph of Leeds Concord’s
Walk of Friendship, April 2006.

In July IFNet held its Annual
Conference on “Challenge and
Opportunity: changing patterns of inter
faith in the UK” followed by its Annual
General Meeting.

IFNet also produces useful
publications, this year these have
included:-

Inter-faith Awareness

CYNTHIA AND I took the Diversity
Game to the Pudsey Scout group
one Friday evening to create a

discussion around interfaith. It was a great
evening and all the scouts joined in the
session and made a contribution. It was

• The Local Inter Faith Network Guide - help
at getting started and developing initiatives

• Inter Faith Organisations in the UK - a
directory

• Women’s Inter Faith Initiatives in the UK -
a survey

• Looking after on another - information and
advice

• Education for shared citizenship - a report

Members are also invited to contribute
to a discussion paper on Faith, citizenship
and shared life.

Copies are available by e-mail
IFNet@interfaith.org.uk or from the above
London address. All preliminary reactions
and comments on the document are
invited by 1 February, ahead of a meeting
of the Network’s Executive Committee a
few days later.

interesting to hear the perspectives of
these young people in the light of our
diverse culture in Leeds. The Diversity
Game is great resource for getting the
ideas flowing and I was amazed at how
much these young people already knew
about various faiths. An enjoyable
evening was had by all.

Pippa Lee Meer
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Fairtrade Fortnight

FEBRUARY 26TH TO MARCH 11TH

will be Fairtrade Fortnight – your
opportunity to make a change that

will make a difference. “Change Today –
Choose Fairtrade”

Products with the Fairtrade logo
guarantee that the producers, mainly
‘third world’ farmers, get a fair price for
their products—tea, coffee, cocoa,
chocolate, cotton, rice, bananas, nuts,
dried fruit and many more. By supporting
Fairtrade we are promoting justice. By
promoting justice we are actively working
towards peace—and peace is high on
Concord’s agenda.

In October I attended a Fairtrade
Campaign conference where one of the
workshops was led by Gerardo Arias
Comacho of Costa Rica. His enthusiasm
for Fairtrade was infectious. I don’t think
anyone left his talk without a deep desire
to do more about promoting the Fairtrade
ideal.

Gerardo is part of a co-operative with
600 members and the Fairtrade premium
has not only given each farmer a
reasonable income but also enabled them
to benefit the community e.g. by
sponsoring secondary education and
university places for their young people.
On his own farm Gerardo has used the
security of a regular income to get a loan
and purchase a new drying oven that
improves the environment.This bio-oven
uses the bean husks as fuel, saving trees
and reducing pollution.

At another workshop we looked at
ways in which we could make Leeds an
even better Fairtrade City. Most people
attending this workshop were from
councils or churches, all were keen to see
more involvement from faith communities
other than Christian. At present (in the
UK) there are 2800 churches, 30
synagogues and 1 mosque with
recognised Fairtrade status. This is where
you come in…..

Can you persuade your place of
worship to start—or increase—using
Fairtrade products?

To get Fairtrade status you need to
• use Fairtrade tea and coffee at meetings

where refreshments are provided
• move forward to using other products

(sugar, biscuits, fruit juice)
• promote Fairtrade Fortnight
• promote Fairtrade by organising other

activities whenever possible
Then let the Fairtrade Foundation and

Leeds Fairtrade Steering Group know
what you are doing.

On a personal level, why not have a
Fairtrade Coffee Morning/Tea Break
during Fairtrade Fortnight. You could
even make it a Concord/Inter Faith event!

Small grants (up to £100) are available
from the Leeds Fairtrade City Group to
help run events and activities promoting
Fairtrade in Leeds. Contact Jodie Driver
on 0113 3950688 or e-mail
Jodie.driver@leeds.gov.uk

Cynthia Dickinson

Disabled Equality Duty

ON MONDAY 4th December 2006
the Disabled Equality Duty
became law and applies to the full

range of public sector activity.
Is your place of worship accessible and

welcoming to people with disabilities?
Pastoral Development Deafblind UK

would like you to complete a simple
questionnaire to assist them in their
efforts at supporting both people with
disabilities and their communities.

Copies of the questionnaire are
available by e-mail from
pastoraldevelopment@deafblind.org.uk
or by writing to

National Centre for Deafblindness,
Cygnet Road,Hampton, Peterborough
PE7 8FD
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An Evening at the Concert

WE HAD AN OPPORTUNITY
recently to attend a concert in
the Marjorie and Arnold Ziff

Centre presented by two choirs, one
Jewish (UHC) and the other Christian
with the Wesley Singers, held under the
auspices of the Council of Christians and
Jews (CCJ). We were invited as guests by
Mrs Joyce Sundram, who is a member of
the CCJ, and we were welcomed as
representatives of the Hindu faith. This
was the first time that we had attended
such a multifaith concert, and we
thoroughly enjoyed the experience.

The concert was well organised and
was attended by a large congregation of
Christians and Jews. Following the
introductory welcome speech by the CCJ
President, Mr Anthony Conway, the two
choirs presented hymns and psalms of
their choice in alternate sessions to the
accompaniment of the piano by the
Wesley Singers. While the style of
presentation of the two choirs was
different—the UHC choir was all male
whilst the Wesley Singers had equal
numbers of men and women—both kept
the audience transfixed, not just by the
quality of their singing, but also by their
good-humoured comments preceding
each session. Refreshments concluded the
evening which was very enjoyable with
wonderful singing from each choir.

Lalita Suresh Kanvinde

Muslim at a Bar Mitzvah

MY VISIT to the Street Lane
Gardens Synagogue was a very
new and rewarding experience.

Being a young Muslim myself, I was
thrilled at the opportunity to attend a Bar-
Mitzah and participate in this celebration.

This invitation to the Muslim and other
faith communities to see and appreciate
the Jewish faith was very fulfilling, and
in doing so, I feel we have overcome many
barriers and misconceptions.

Everyone was very warm and
welcoming, making us really feel a part
of their congregation. The most significant
and inspiring thing to me was that the
Jewish faith holds so many similarities to
the Muslim faith and it is these aspects
that should be seen rather than the
differences.

I feel very privileged to have had the
chance to quash any feelings of hostility
between different groups of people and
to have begun the process of co-operation
between these two faiths which are so
close, yet have so many divisions created
between them.

To have had this opportunity to come
together and overcome barriers of
religious intolerance, and to understand
one another better was a great chance to
feel active in promoting peace and
understanding.

Henna lgbal

Women’s World Day of Prayer
Friday 2nd March 2007  2.00 pm
at St Edmund’s Church, Lidgett Park Rd, Leeds 8

THREE MILLION PEOPLE from all
corners of the world will take part in
the Annual Day of Prayer that circles

the globe from the sun rising in Tonga in the
Pacific until it sets in Samoa. It is the very
same order of service which will be used in
countries the world over and which has been
specially written by the women of Paraguay.
But this service has a universal appeal and
speaks to the heart of everyone.

Paraguay has had a very turbulent history
with two major wars and ruthless dictatorship
and the women of Paraguay not only
eloquently express the needs of their country
but also speak for the oppressed, rejected and
dejected everywhere. We invite men, women
and children to join us in our act of worship,
praising God and interceding on behalf of our
sisters and brothers courageously facing such
formidable challenges. We look forward to
seeing you in this ecumenical service.

Joyce Sundram
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Women of Faith Conference

A GROUP OF WOMEN from
different faiths has been meeting
over the past few months to

organise a free conference where women
from all backgrounds can feel at ease
discussing issues of relevance and
importance to them.

The event will take place on Thursday
April 26th at the Thackray Medical
Museum and all Women of Leeds are
invited.

As well as guest speakers there will be
a variety of workshops, one of which will
focus on Food. This will be led by local
women representing the different faiths,
cultures and traditions in Leeds.

Could you demonstrate – or just bring
along and talk about – a favourite dish,
special to your faith and culture? Perhaps
something linked to a particular season
or festival.

If you would like to know more,
contact Pam on 0113 3885096, or come
along to the next meeting at 2pm on
Monday January 15th in the Leeds Church
Institute, New Market Street.

Treasures Revealed in
Leeds 2007

COULD YOUR place of worship open
to the public for a morning,
afternoon or evening on any day

between Saturdays 5th and 13th May 2007?
For Treasures Revealed 2006 churches all

over Leeds opened their doors to the public,
inviting them in to look around and maybe
hear some of the history, take part in a quiz,
listen to music.

As part of the event Leeds Concord
organised a Multi Faith Walk of Friendship
that included the Hindu Temple and Grand
Mosque, the only non-Christian places of
worship to take part in the event.

In 2007 Leeds celebrate its 800th

anniversary. Leeds is a multi-faith multi-
cultural city with a great deal to celebrate.
Don’t let your culture, your faith
community, your place of worship be left
out of the celebrations.

The next meeting will be on Tuesday 30th

January from 11am till 1.30pm in the Leeds
Church Institute.

Contact Zoe Kemp on 0113 244413
zoe.kemp@crc-online.org.uk for more
information.

Scripture Study Group

MEMBERS OF CONCORD are
following up a suggestion to
start a Scripture Study Group,

the main aim of which will be to hear and
learn about each other’s sacred texts.
Before the group can start we need to find
representative practitioners of each faith
willing and able to introduce and explain
some basic passages of scripture, perhaps
give information about its context as well
as its relevance to today’s faith community.

A preliminary meeting is planned for
January to discuss ways of taking this idea
forward. For the time being it is a case of
Watch This Space!

This newsletter edited by John S. Summerwill, December 2006.
Admin Secretary: Cynthia Dickinson,

(Tel: 01924-863956  email: secretary@concord-leeds.org.uk)

Holocaust Memorial Day
Civic Event

in Leeds Town Hall
on Sunday January 28th

at 2pm - 3.15pm.

The Dignity of Difference
Hosted by the Lord Mayor of

Leeds with keynote speaker Dr
Margaret Brearley

also featuring Gay Abandon &
Brodetsky Primary School choirs

and the World Peace Flame


